
Tina and Rodolfo Escobedo are proud 
to announce the graduation of their son, 
Daniel N. Escobedo, from Riverview 
High School July 12, 2012 in Riverview 
Florida.

Daniel is planning to study automotive 
repair at Brewsters Tech in Tampa Florida 
starting anuary, 2013.

Daniel is he grandson of Mildred 
Marceleno and Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Ellis. 
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and to his father’s great athletic achieve-
ments. With the passing of his brother 
Jack, Bill has been in the public eye for 
interviews to share his story of his father 
and his legacy. He was the guiding force 
in the arrangement for his Dad’s medals 
to be placed on display at the Smithsonian 
Institute Native American Museum. Bill 
has helped his tribe, the state of Oklahoma 
and certainly the Nation as he continues 
to bring to the front of people’s hearts and 
minds his Dad’s accomplish

Stella Wilson, one of the foremost 
seamstress and crafts person among the 
Sac and Fox Nation, along with her hus-
band Jim, have provided many families 
with Indian shirts, village dresses, bead-
work, moccasins, wooden spoons, and 
wooden bowls used for the Sac and Fox 
traditional ceremonies such as funerals, 
adoptions and Spring Feasts – as well as 
pow wow regalia for men, women and 
children. She is also the Sac and Fox El-
ders Building Manager and has taught 
or provided instructors to teach classes 
on Moccasin making, beading, village 
dresses, traditional cooking, plastic can-
vas, and appliqué work.  She not only is 
a hard worker, but also is detail oriented. 
Stella is an asset to the Sac and Fox Na-
tion, and to many other Algonquin tribes 
in Oklahoma and is well known among 
the Iowa’s, Otoe’s, Kickapoo’s and Paw-
nees for her work.  She has served the Sac 
and Fox and Iowa people for many years 
including time spent as the Title VI Elders 
Coordinator.

Also honored was George and Judy 
Deer Coser.

George -Muscogee Creek- has worked 
at the Tulsa Indian Health Care Resource 
Center as a Chemical Dependency Coun-

selor and with adolescents in the Musco-
gee Creek Nation. Mr. Coser has worked 
for the Smithsonian on native language 
and recovery of tribal remains, and trav-
eled as an Ambassador for the tribe in the 
Tulsa Sister City cultural exchange pro-
gram with Germany. He is in the Redman 
singing group for powwow’s and is in de-
mand as the MC at powwow’s and contin-
ues to teach the Creek language.

Judy Deer Coser -Kickapoo- has taught 
young women how to dance at pow-
wows and is known for her beading work 
here and abroad.  She has made beaded 
crowns for several Indian Princesses, has 
bead work in Tulsa area museums and 
the Smithsonian. She has made Native 
American jewelry for many years and has 
handmade many Native American men 
and women tribal specifi c dance costumes 
from ribbon shirts, beaded vests, to jingle 
dresses, deerskin dresses and moccasins.  
She was a cultural exchange Ambassador 
for the tribe to Germany, and is often the 
Head Lady dancer at pow wows. 
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The Veteran’s Administration is partnering with the Pawnee Indian Health Center to enroll all Native 
American and non-Indian Veterans for health care benefits the third Thursday of every month from 
10:30 am to 1:00pm.  Veterans will be able to get questions answered about their benefits without 

traveling to Tulsa, Muskogee or Oklahoma City.  The Pawnee Service Unit is located on the
 Pawnee Nation Tribal Reserve, 1201 Heritage Circle, in Pawnee, Oklahoma 74058, 

for more information call (918) 762-6724.

NOTICE

The Offi ce of Environmental Services 
was initiated under the direction of tribal 
member Jan Stevens in 1995.  The creation 
of this department was funded by the U.S. 
EPA grant program(s) such as the General 
Assistance Program (GAP).  Today the 
OES is funded by several grant programs 
that are tasked with different objectives to 
protect and preserve tribal lands and its oc-
cupants from environmental hazards.  

The GAP grant was created to assist 
tribal governments in developing environ-
mental programs through technical and fi -
nancial assistance.  This grant has allowed 
Sac and Fox Nation establish/maintain an 
offi ce, hire personnel, and obtain training 
to develop plans and strategies that will be 
used to protect tribal members and lands 
from environmental hazards.   Through this 
grant we have been able to develop a GIS 
mapping system, assess and clean dump-
sites, apply for additional grants, research 
environmental issues, attend trainings re-
lated to other media (air, water, solid waste) 
and provide feedback to EPA on environ-
mental rules and regulations regarding In-
dian Country.  

The Clean Water Act Section 106 grant 
has allowed OES to monitor surface wa-
ters to obtain baseline data regarding water 
quality.  OES staff consistently monitors 
seven streams and creeks to help us deter-
mine the quality of our Nation’s streams 
and aquatic habitats.  A Tribal Assessment 
Report of our monitoring is produced an-
nually and available for review at the OES 
building.  Through this grant we have also 
been able to establish a rural water testing 
program that allows OES personnel to test 
rural water wells based on EPA drinking 
water standards, inspect wells, and assist 
with the Nation’s Public Water System. 

OES currently has a Clean Air Act Sec-
tion 103 grant from EPA as well. This grant 
allows OES to develop an Emission’s In-
ventory of the jurisdiction.  OES will gath-
er information on what is being released in 
the air from areas such as industrial sites 
and also how much is being released into 
the air.  By developing an inventory of 
what is being released we can better devise 
a monitoring plan for areas that may be 
at risk for exposure.  One project that has 

been completed is the monitoring of ozone.  
Currently the Nation is in attainment for 
ozone levels in accordance with EPA rules.  

These are the grants, in a nutshell, that 
will fund the OES department going into 
FY 2013.  And because OES is funded by 
grants there are associated terms and con-
ditions with accepting these monies from 
EPA.  A detailed work plan must be submit-
ted to EPA along with a detailed budget for 
the funding that is received.  Since EPA is 
funding us, EPA is expecting a negotiated 
product in return.   And since these work 
plans are agreed upon by EPA and Sac and 
Fox Nation it can be diffi cult to change di-
rections or provide services that are outside 
the scope of a work plan or project.  

Since EPA is our funding source the 
products and programs that we produce 
must be reported back to EPA.  It has been 
a goal of OES to create programs and ser-
vices that not only provide EPA with data 
and deliverables but are also tribal member 
oriented and self-sustaining.  This start-
ed as offering radon testing for homes in 
2009.  Since then we have added Rural Wa-
ter Well testing and Home Energy Audits to 
the list.  Limited funding has allowed OES 
to clean up a few dumpsites and develop 
a recycling program for SFN departments 
and the public.  This past year a gardening 
and compost workshop was offered and we 
are currently working on developing a gar-
den soil testing service for those wishing to 
plant gardens next year.  As these programs 
are being developed it is important to know 
what the Nation would like to see from the 
Offi ce of Environmental Services.

An email address has been established 
to submit comments and/or recommenda-
tions at oes@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov.    
You may also stop by and visit with our 
staff to discuss concerns and programs.  Or 
you can call us at 918-968-0046.  OES staff 
is committed to protecting the environment 
and the health of tribal members, but like 
many grant funded programs we are lim-
ited to what we can and cannot do.  But we 
may be able to point you in the right direc-
tion to get the services you desire.  Your 
comments will help us develop a better 
department for tomorrow.  Thank you and 
have a nice day. 

Offi ce of Environmental Services
Daniel Wind Environmental Director

Happy.
Active.

Life as usual.
I am not a diabetic. I am a mother, 

auntie, sister, friend . . . a person with diabetes. 

I am not defined by diabetes. 
I have learned to manage it,

and my life goes on in a good way.

I am strong and confident. 
I will live a long, healthy life with diabetes. 

November is National Diabetes Month.  
Clip out this ad, keep for yourself, or give to a loved one. 
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