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Chief’s Address To The Nation

U p c o m i n g 
E v e n t s

Elders Activities 
Planned

May
Tues & Weds

Plastic Canvas Classes
Elders Bldg

Wednesday
May 9, 2012

Elders Meeting
10am

Shawnee

Tuesday
May 8, 2012

Sac & Fox Nation
Veterans’ Meeting

5pm
Elders Bldg Stroud

Saturday, May 5 
Mothers Day Dance

Saturday, May 26
Memorial Day

Pow-wow

For information contact 
Gloria Ellis EAB 
Chairperson @ 
405-878 -8534 

or Stella Wilson Sac and Fox 
Elders Bldg. (Stroud @ 

918-968-2583 Tues-Thurs. 
8:00am - 4:30pm
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New Sac and Fox Nation Pool: Be sure and take advantage of the new state of the art facility in the upcom-
ing months. The new pool with all of its amenities will be a great asset to the Nation. The parking lot, bath 
house and pool will be fully accessible for all to enjoy.                                                               (Staff Photo)

The new Sac and Fox Nation 
swimming pool is scheduled to 
open May 29, 2012.

The new facility will be staffed 
with three lifeguards funded by 
RAP and two – three lifeguards 
funded by DOI (Department of 
Interior).   All lifeguards will be 
certifi ed as well as trained in CPR 
and First Aid. 

Maintenance staff will also be 
certifi ed in water treatment to 
maintain the chemicals (Chlorine) 
in the pool at safe levels. 

Acting maintenance director, J. 
Paul Wilson, said applications are 
still being received for lifeguard 
positions. Anyone interested 
should contact the Human 
Resource offi ce at Sac and Fox 

Nation.
The pool occupancy is rated 

at  135 persons. The hours of 
operation and schedule of days 
is still being discussed. All 
information regarding the pool 
and regulations will be posted at 
a later date. The pool regulations 
and operations will be according 
to the standards of the State 
Department of Health.

The pool will be open to the 
public for a fee, which will be 
announced at a later date; tribal 
members will have access for a 
reduced amount.

There are two slides and a 
diving board with a beach style 
entrance on the shallow end, 
complete with bubblers.

One of the main features of 
the new pool will be a handicap 
assisted lift so all can enjoy the 
new facility.

The kiddy pool can be used with 
parental supervision only. The age 
limit will be posted at a later date.

The bathhouse will be complete 
with showers and lockers for 
storage of personal items. The 
paved parking lot is nearing 
completion and will have handicap 
ramps and railings. A covered 
pavilion with picnic tables will 
also be coming soon. Lawn chairs 
only will be allowed in the pool 
area 

And as always there will be no 
drugs, alcohol or tobacco allowed 
on the premise.

New Sac and Fox Nation Pool to Open May 29

Greetings Tribal Members,
I pray that this newsletter fi nds 

you and your family in good 
health; that our students have 
had a successful school year, 
as I salute all of the graduates 
from kindergarten to graduate 
school; and that you have reg-
istered to vote this election year 
as part of the Native Vote 2012.                                                                                                                                            
  Indian CountryNews / National

White House Releases Syn-
opsis Report of the 2011 White 
House Tribal Nations Conference     
Posted on April 20, 2012 at 04:23 
PM EDT 

At the White House Tribal Na-
tions Conference on December 2, 
2011, President Obama, joined 
by Cabinet Secretaries and senior 
Administration offi cials, met with 
leaders from all federally recog-
nized tribes for the third consecu-
tive year to continue to strength-
en the relationship between the 
United States government and 
tribal governments. During his 
remarks to the assembled lead-
ers the President proclaimed this 
is “the moment when we stopped 
repeating the mistakes of the 
past, and began building a bet-
ter future together, one that hon-
ors old traditions and welcomes 
every Native American into the 
American dream.” Today we are 
releasing a Synopsis of the Con-
ference to continue to facilitate 
the ongoing dialogue between the 
Administration and tribal leaders.                                                                     
In his remarks during the closing 

session of the Conference, Presi-
dent Obama emphasized his Ad-
ministration’s record and the im-
portant relationship built between 
Tribal Nations and the Adminis-
tration over the last three years, 
stating that it is a “relationship 
that recognizes our sometimes 
painful history, a relationship 
that respects the unique heritage 
of Native Americans and that in-
cludes you in the dream that we 
all share.”  The President and his 
Administration are committed 
to working with tribal leaders to 
develop and implement a policy 
agenda to achieve a brighter fu-
ture for tribal governments and 
the people they serve.                                                                                                                        

During the Conference, repre-
sentatives from federal agencies 
and many others also participated 
in break-out sessions to engage 
with tribal leaders about other ini-
tiatives and programs they would 
like to see the Administration take 
up.  These break-out sessions fo-
cused on:

• Creating Jobs and Growing 
Tribal Economies

• Promoting Safe and Strong 
Tribal Communities

• Protecting Natural Resources 
and Respect for Cultural Rights

• Improving Access to Health-
care, Education, Housing, Infra-
structure and Other Federal Ser-
vices

• Strengthening the Govern-
ment-to-Government Relation-
ship

Also at the 2011 Conference the 
President announced the signing 
of Executive Order No. 13592 
entitled, “Improving Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native 
Educational Opportunities and 
Strengthening Tribal Colleges 
and Universities.” As President 
Obama said, “We have to prepare 
the next generation for the future.                                                                           
Over the past three years, the 
Obama Administration has 
worked tirelessly to overcome 
the most diffi cult problems fac-
ing tribal governments and the 
Conference highlighted many 
of these initiatives. The Presi-
dent signed into law the perma-
nent authorization of the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act, 
to ensure Native Americans have 
access to quality health care, and 
the Tribal Law and Order Act, 
to enhance public safety in In-
dian Country.  In June 2011, the 
First Lady launched Let’s Move! 
in Indian Country to promote 
health and well-being among Na-
tive American youth. Addition-
ally, the President is continuing 
to work to make our government-
to-government relationship stron-
ger, by supporting legislation to 
recognize the authority of tribal 
courts to prosecute perpetrators 
of domestic violence or those who 
violate protection orders in Indian 
Country, regardless of whether 
the perpetrator is Indian or non-
Indian. The President has also 
repeatedly called on Congress to 
pass legislation to reaffi rm the au-
thority of the Secretary of the In-
terior to take land into trust for all 
federally recognized Indian tribes 
following the Supreme Court’s 
Carcieri v. Salazar decision.                                                                                                                                        
  Because Native Americans face 

unemployment and poverty rates 
that are far higher than the na-
tional average, the Administra-
tion is continuing to work to fi nd 
solutions to promote economic 
growth in Indian Country. The 
President’s commitment to this 
goal was refl ected in his blue-
print for an America built to last, 
including an economy built to last 
for Indian Country, which he laid 
out in his 2012 State of the Union 
address. This commitment has 
also been refl ected in many of the 
Administration’s economic devel-
opment efforts already underway 
like the recent White House Ru-
ral Council Roundtable on Native 
American Agriculture and Food.                                                                                                               
These actions are concrete exam-
ples of the Administration’s com-
mitment to addressing the major 
issues of concern to Indian coun-
try that also underscore U.S. sup-
port for the UN Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
As President Obama has made 
clear, he expects his Administra-
tion to be held to a standard.

Marking another important 
milestone in strengthening the 
government-to-government re-
lationship between the federal 
government and Indian tribes, on 
April 11, 2012, the Department 
of Justice and Department of the 
Interior announced several settle-
ments of tribal trust fund lawsuits. 
This litigation has imposed sig-
nifi cant burdens on both the fed-
eral government and tribes, and 
in some cases, has cast a shadow 
over our relationship. Like the 
resolutions of the Cobell case, the 
Keepseagle case, and the Osage 
tribal trust case, these settlements 
help lift this shadow, and allow us 
to move forward together in the 
spirit of renewed cooperation.

These last three years mark a 

turning point for relations between 
Indian Country and the U.S. Gov-
ernment. While the United States 
has made great strides in Indian 
Country, much remains to be 
done. The President spoke about 
these strides in his remarks to the 
Conference, stating, “We’ve got 
to fi nish what we started. So to-
day, I want to thank all of you for 
everything that you do. I want to 

(Continued On Page 3)

Chief George Thurman


