
SAUK LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT
PHILOSOPHY

Indians are born speaking our languages. For some of us, they lie dormant within 
our bodies. They are looking for a way out. God gave us these beautiful languages. All 
of us hold them in a sacred manner within. There is no such thing as an Indian person 
who cannot speak Indian.

Our language programs find these languages within our bodies. They bring them 
out through our mouths and deliver them to their rightful resting places within our 
hearts.
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“Language is the vehicle for transmitting culture”. 
    Ryan Mackey-Cherokee 
 
"Among Native Americans, tribal family names are a big part of your 
identity. And the language is also important -- it's the glue that holds our 
culture together." 
     Signaak-Chippewa  
 
"As a child, I was punished for speaking my own language on the 
reservation. I make baskets now because I want people to know that we're 
still here."      Elaine Timentwa Emerson-Colville 
 
"Know, dear ones, if you have grandparents, sit and encourage them to talk 
about the past, because they won't do it otherwise. ... Sit at their feet and 
beg them, like I begged my family, to tell me something."   
    Vi Hilbert-Upper Skagit elder 
 
"Native American languages are in a major state of decline. The present 
and future language survival schools can turn this sad state of affairs 
around for at least some languages. Along with their languages are being 
lost eloquent speech-making and story-telling skills, powerful oral 
literature, philosophical  frameworks, environmental knowledge, and 
diverse world views,"  
    Leanne Hinton UC Berkley 
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Have	
  a	
  Safe	
  and	
  Happy	
  Thanksgivings	
  

November 
Pakamêha-Striking Moon 

We always welcome suggestions and/or comments from tribal members on 
programs you have attended, or would like to see scheduled.  Call 918-968-0070 
or 800-256-7552, or email language@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov 	
  

Have a Safe and Fun Thanksgiving 
Break! 
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Join Us Online! 
Come join us online at www.talksauk.com to see what all we have to offer:  
games, Pictionary, videos, etc. Visit our Facebook page where you can post 
your comments, and see what the latest classes and activities are ongoing: 

sac and fox language department 
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kTaikaâwwi	
   __________________________________________	
  

Wîeiitnnhew	
   __________________________________________	
  

ksokîKeihwhîki	
   __________________________________________	
  

pâWoiink	
   __________________________________________	
  

êewniPtwîhyâi	
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hkêwewîaKs	
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cwîMhwaâa	
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âkikiahnanhAs	
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hkhpisaâAw	
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Sekwkemhoâiopin	
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ôNppie	
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