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Landmark Court Case Settled in Favor
of Tribal Online Lenders

Louisville, Colorado—Fredericks Pee-
bles & Morgan LLP, a national tribal law
firm announced this week a victory in the
state of California for two Tribal online
lenders: the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma and
the Santee Sioux Nation of Nebraska. The
California Court of Appeals has affirmed
the dismissal of a suit by the State of Cali-
fornia against online lenders owned by the
two federally recognized Indian tribes. The
suit was an attempt by the State to shut
down the sovereign Tribes’ online lend-
ing businesses and impose penalties for al-
leged failure to comply with the California
laws governing short-term loans.

This case comes in the wake of a
series of other states’ efforts to shut
down various tribal lending opera-
tions around the country. States have
mounted campaigns to restrict and
control tribal lending operations in
their state even though federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribes are not subject
to state laws in general and are regu-
lated primarily through Federal Indian
law. This issue has gained widespread
publicity around the country in the last
several months.

This California case has now re-af-
firmed that federally recognized Indian
Tribes are sovereign nations, not sub-
ject to state control. The court decision
will significantly impact other states
and other Tribes throughout the coun-
try as the issue of tribal sovereignty has
been under attack on many fronts over
the last several years.

In this case, California claimed that
loans made by the Tribes are not en-
forceable under California law because
the Tribes are not licensed in California
and the loan fees exceed California’s
enforceable rates. In a ruling issued
on January 21, 2014 the Court of Ap-
peals rebuffed the State’s claims, find-
ing that the Tribes’ lending activities
“are subject to tribal laws governing
interest rates, loans and cash advance
services,” and that California’s lending
laws are not enforceable against the
Tribal lenders. The Court went on to
find that “there can be little question”
that the Tribally-owned lenders “func-
tion as arms of their respective tribes”
and therefore are not subject to the ju-
risdiction of the State of California.

The Court observed that due to the
relocation of these Tribes to remote and
severely depressed regions, revenues

from these loans are “essential to main-
taining a functioning tribal government
able to provide necessary services to
the tribe’s members.”

The decision marks the second ap-
pellate court ruling in favor of these
sovereign Tribal lenders in less than a
month. In December 2013, the Colo-
rado Court of Appeals dismissed the
State of Colorado’s appeal of the lower
court’s nearly-identical finding that
these sovereign Tribal lenders were
arms of their respective Tribes and
are not subject to that State’s jurisdic-
tion. In both the California and Colo-
rado proceedings, the Courts affirmed
the imposition of monetary sanctions
against the respective states for their
litigation misconduct committed dur-
ing the course of the litigation.

The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma op-
erates its sovereign lending business
through MNE Services, Inc., a 100%
tribally-owned subdivision and arm of
the Miami Tribe. MNE Services, Inc.,
which is licensed and regulated by the
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, does busi-
ness under the tradenames Ameriloan
(www.Ameriloan.com);  USFastCash
(www.USFastcash.com); United Cash
Loans  (www.unitedcashloans.com);
Advantage Cash Services (www.ad-
vantagecashservices.com); and Star
Cash Processing (www.starcashpro-
cessing.com).

The Santee Sioux Nation operates
its sovereign lending business through
SFS, Inc., a 100% tribally-owned sub-
division and arm of the Santee Sioux
Nation. SFS, Inc., which is licensed
and regulated by the Santee Sioux
Nation, does business using the trade
name OneClickCash (www.oneclick-
cash.com).

The tribal lenders were represented
in both appeals by Fredericks, Peebles
& Morgan, LLP. Fredericks Peebles
& Morgan LLP is dedicated to the rep-
resentation of American Indian tribes
and Native American organizations
throughout the United States. Legal
services provided by Fredericks Pee-
bles & Morgan LLP include a wide
spectrum of services related to Indian
concerns in the areas of business trans-
actions, litigation, and governmental
affairs. For more information on the
firm, please visit their website at www.
ndnlaw.com.
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Tribal member Nathan White, son of Geoff and Marla White, grandson of the late
Henry B. Walker, Sr. and Great-grandson of the late Willard “Margrove” Walker.
Nathan was the “Student of the Month” for January 2014 at the Cherokee Elemen-

tary School in Tahlequah, OK. Congratulations Nathan, job well done....

Your Home for Aquatic Therapy in Green Country
Decreases joint pain | Reduces swelling in lower extremities | Improves circulation

DRUMRIGHT
115 E Broadway
918-352-3838

STROUD
323 West. Main St.
918-987-0608

EST. 1994

Low impact recovery for high impact results.

www.greencountrypt.com — most insurance plans accepted — call today!

Sac and Fox Transportation Program

Criteria You Must Meet Before Being Eligible for Transportation:

* You must have an established chart at BHHC

* You must have no other means of transportation
* You must have an active referral from a BHHC
provider to the facility where being transported

If you have Medicaid, please utilize SoonerRide
SoonerRide’s toll free phone number is

(877) 404-4500

Meeting
March 11, 2014

unless otherwise posted

Sac and Fox Nation
Veterans Organization

Elders Building Stroud

Always on the 2nd Tuesday of each month

FAX:918-968-0098
PH: 918-968-3526
EXT: 2000 & 2001
RAP Application
Form#2011-01
BC Approved on
2/5/13

SAC AND FOX NATION
RAP ASSISTANCE APPLICATION

NAME PHONE # (with area code)
ADDRESS

CITY STATE Z1P CODE
D.O.B. - - SOCIAL SECURITY # (Last 4 digits) SFN ROLL #

Sac and Fox Nation tribal membership will be verified by the Sac and Fox Nation RAP Department

Please List Statement of Need:

WIC Program
Is All About

breastfeeding

please call.

Muscogee (Creek) Nation

BREASTFEEDING!

For more information about

and how to apply for WIC,

Hardship

Elders Handyman

| Tribal Energy

Type of Assistance Requested (Please Check All That Apply)

Dental
Elders Lawn Care

Dentures
Emergency Appliance

Orthodontic
Vision

Hearing Aid

Please Provide the Following:

The bill you are requesting assistance with & proof of residence if the bill is not in your name.

**NOTE** You must receive an award letter PRIOR to receiving any Health services requested above. If
you receive services prior to an award letter being issued, you are responsible for the charges.

CLIENT’S STATEMENT OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

I hereby authorize the Sac and Fox Nation RAP Department to make any necessary inquiries relating to my account’s which

the RAP Department may be considering making payment on my behalf. I understand that I have the right to a hearing of any

action of the Sac and Fox Nation, which I consider improper, and also any unreasonable delay in decision. (Request for fair hearings
may be made in writing to the Business Committee of the Sac and Fox Nation, 920883 S. Hwy. 99 Bldg. A, Stroud, OK 74079) 1
understand that any person who knowingly, willfully and fraudulently provides false information for the purpose of obtaining benefits
which he/she is otherwise ineligible to receive, may be subject to prosecution to the fullest extent to the appropriate Tribal statutes.

1-800-648-2302 or

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR GUARDIAN

GUARDIAN FOR

PERSON ASSISTING WITH APPLICATION

RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT

918-758-2122
This institution is an equal
Opportunlty prOVider DATE RAP SPECIALIST

DATE




