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Chief’s Address To The Nation

Cobell settlement which was authorized
in the closing days of the 111th Congress
in late December 2010. The Cobell
settlement, if it becomes final as currently
authorized by Congress and apparently
approved by the Federal District Court for
the District of Columbia would authorize
a $1.9 billion fund for the purchase from
willing sellers of fractionated interests in
allotted Indian trust land. The settlement
would also authorize payment of attorney
fees, costs, and expenses to be paid out of
a separate fund which would be created to
make payments to individual Indian trust
account holders and landowners.

There has been a great deal of concern
expressed in Indian Country about the
land consolidation part of the settlement,
including questions whether the current,
authorizing law will permit efficient use
of the funds in a manner that achieves the
dual objectives of eliminating fractionated
landholdings and consolidating tribal land
bases.

H.R. 887, if enacted, would require the
Secretary of the Interior to make a report
to Congress on the land if information
requested is not available. Questions from
the audience largely revolved around
matters that are unclear even to ITMA’s
staff at this point. Some wanted to know
whether they will be treated as individual
account holders or as heirs sharing in an
estate if a probate had closed, but probated
ownership had not been recorded as of
the closing date of the settlement period.
Others questioned whether various forms
of damages were environmental claims
that are excluded or are land administration
claims that are included in the settlement.
Some asked whether they could be
excluded from the Historical Accounting
Class if they suspect losses greater than
$1,000 from their accounts while they
were administered as minor’s account.

There was a great deal of interest in
how distributions would be made to the
Trust Administration Account. Individuals
wanted to know where they might turn for
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assistance in filling out the form they had
received in the mail. Mr. Harrison suggested
that the local OST trust officers would be a
very useful resource in accessing account
numbers and other information regarding
land ownership and accounts maintained,
or previously maintained in multiple
agency locations. Ms. Kathy Rugen from
the Office of Special Trustee, however,
corrected him on this point and stressed to
those in attendance that employees of OST
have not been released from the court order
restricting communication with members
of'the plaintiff class regarding the litigation.

Mr. Harrison explained that all members
of the Historical Accounting Class will
receive a one-time payment of $1,000, and
members of the Trust Administration Class
will receive a second payment of $500,
plus a pro rata share of the settlement fund
remaining after payments to the Historical
Accounting Class, attorneys, expenses of
administering the settlement, incentive
awards to the named plaintiffs, fees to
the banks, brokerages, and custodians of
the fund and purchased securities, and
other necessary expenses associated with
oversight of the settlement.

Mr. Harrison explained that members
of the Historical Accounting Class will not
be permitted to opt out of the settlement,
but members of the Trust Administration
Class will be provided that opportunity.
He emphasized that April 20 has been
established as the deadline for class
members to object to the settlement or to
opt out of the Trust Administration Class.
June 20 has been set as the date for a
fairness hearing at which the judge will
consider objections and either rule on the
settlement or take it under advisement for
ruling after deliberation.

NCAI News& Updates, July 26, 2011.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Proposed
Bill to Protect Native Women.

The U.S. Department of Justice released
its proposed legislation to protect the
safety of Native women, which has been

From the Editor

In the July issue of The Sac and Fox News I left out Orvena “Twiggy” Gregorys’ political
ad by mistake, I would like to take this opportunity to publicly apologize to her for any

inconvenience [ may have caused her.

Ken Johnson, Editor Sac and Fox News

meeting places for any activities.

as Sac and Fox tribal members.

Orvena“Twiggy” Gregory

Second Chief

Hello, my name is Orvena “Twiggy” Gregory
and I am asking for your vote for Second Chief.

I am the daughter of tribal members A.C. and Oresa Wilson of Cushing; and the grand-
daughter of the late Carl and Laura Belle Butler of Cushing and Lee Wilson and Phyllis
Brown of Shawnee. I have been married to James Gregory for 21 years and have three
children: Robyn, Kayla, Lisa and Matthew; and one granddaughter: Kenzi Aiyanna.

I received an Associate in Science degree from Seminole State College December
2000, and a Bachelor of Science in Education from The University of Science and Arts
of Oklahoma in December 2004. I have worked for the Sac & Fox Nation as a receptionist,
V.I.T.A. Project secretary/education specialist, Office of Government administrative
assistant, and since March 2007 I have worked with the Sauk Language Department and
am currently an Instruction Activity Specialist. I've also served on the J.O.M. Parent
Advisory Committee and have worked with youth as a volunteer coach for the Cushing
Community Youth Center and the Grady County Y.M.C.A.

It is important that our tribe continue to function and expand as a business, to increase
and develop additional revenue opportunities with shareholders/tribal members in mind,
and to operate with open accountability; as well as to employ qualified and experienced
individuals to maintain the integrity and longevity of our tribal investments.

Itis important that tribal services, such as police response/patrol/community visibility
be consistent throughout the entire Sac & Fox jurisdiction.

It is necessary for the tribe to have a permanent grant writer with the autonomy to
aggressively procure funding to ensure that our RAP funds may be used for more direct
and immediate benefit of all tribal members inside and outside of jurisdiction.

At the present time, Cushing area tribal members do not have a functional community
building for tribal events/youth activities/elections. The tribe must pay to use public

It is important that our youth have the opportunity to learn our Sauk Language in the
public schools in place of learning a foreign language. I have witnessed the personal
growth of Sauk Language students and how that knowledge has enriched their identities

Regardless of the Election’s outcome, I genuinely hope that our elected leaders will
actively pursue solutions to these tribal concerns. Thank you for your consideration.

Orvena “Twiggy” Gregory

Candidate
For

the subject of consultation with tribal
leaders, including at NCAI’s recent mid-
year meeting in June. The draft legislation
recognizes that Indian tribal governments
are essential to addressing crime on
reservations and would expand tribal
criminal authority to prosecute all persons
- Indian and non-Indian alike - who commit
crimes of domestic violence or dating
violence, or who violate protection orders.
The legislation would also clarify that tribal
courts have full civil jurisdiction to issue
protective orders against both Indians and
non-Indians, and would amend the federal
criminal code to create increased penalties
for violent assaults on a spouse or dating
partner.

Previously Associate Attorney General
Tom Perrelli testified about the legislation
before the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs. Perrelli’s testimony emphasized
that the patchwork of criminal jurisdiction
in Indian country has made it difficult
for law enforcement and prosecutors to
address domestic violence - particularly
misdemeanor domestic violence, such as
simple assaults committed by non-Indians.
Perrelli testified that the DOJ’s proposed
legislation “would build on what this
Committee did in the Tribal Law and Order
Act. The philosophy behind TLOA was
that tribal nations with sufficient resources
and authority will be best able to address
violence in their own communities....”

Like the enhanced sentencing provision of
the TLOA, the exercise of this proposed
“special  domestic-violence  criminal
jurisdiction” would be optional for each
tribe and would require tribal courts to
protect the rights of defendants under the
U.S. Constitution.

NCAI wurges all tribal leaders and
advocates to strongly support the legislation
and encourages Senator Leahy, the Senate
Judiciary Committee Chair, to include this
proposal within the next version of the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA),
which is currently up for reauthorization.
(The Senate appears to be leading the effort
on the VAWA reauthorization at this time;
efforts in the House Judiciary Committee
will follow soon.) This legislation
represents the culmination of many years of
work by tribal leaders and tribal women’s
advocates, and it stands for the protection
of Native women and the recognition of
tribal jurisdiction.

Short Takes

*August 27, 2011. Annual Governing
Council, 10 a.m.

*July 13th marked the completion of
the Sac & Fox Nation Firearms Training
Center! This project was paid for from
carryover of Department of Justice funds.

It is an honor and privilege to serve you
as Chief.

Sincerely,

George Thurman, Principal Chief

Adrian Pushetonequa Contributes To

National Exhibit
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toll free at 800-334-6946 (voice) or 800-
379-2419 (Telecommunications Device for
the Deaf).
Portrait of Sauk Chief

The Van Meter State Park American
Indian Cultural Center donated to the Sac
and Fox Nation a 6 ft. by 4 ft. portrait of
“Kai-pol-e-qua” (White Nosed Fox), a
Sauk chief, painted by Charles Bird King
in 1838.

“The Sac and Fox Nation is pleased and
grateful for the generous donation made by
the American Indian Cultural Center,” said

Principal Chief George Thurman, liaison
for the Historic Preservation Office, “and
we will be proud to display it at our tribal
offices.”

The portrait had been part of the AICC
collection and safely delivered to the Sac
and Fox Nation by Pushetonequa in July.

J. Paul Wilson, interim Maintenance
Director, is currently working on a frame
for the portrait, which will soon be on
display in the east hall of the Social
Services Building outside the Historic
Preservation Office at the tribal complex.

EEY
Kai-pol-e-quah, White Nosed Fox, Sac Brave

Painted by Charles Bird King. 1838.
Kai-pol-e-quah was a Saukie chief. He is wearing a white blanket toga-style. He is also
adorned with multiple earrings and a medallion. The hilt of his sword can be seen in his
arms. A feather plume is attached to a small tuft of hair.13

Photo of actual bison hide painting done by renown artist, Adrian Pushetonequa
Photo courtesy of Connie J. Grisier, Historic Site Specialist IlI, Van Meter State Park,

Missouri’s American Indian Cultural Center.
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