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Orvena “Twiggy” Gregory
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For
Second Chief

      Hello, my name is Orvena “Twiggy” Gregory and I sincerely thank 
you for your vote.  I’m thrilled for the opportunity to ask for your vote 
once again in the General Election and to encourage you to make a 
difference.
      The Sac and Fox Nation elects officials, appoints committees and 
commissions, and provides jobs for many communities.  Therefore 
it’s reasonable for us to expect accountability of the actions taken or 
not taken on our behalf as tribal members and for the best interests 
of the Nation.  
      When improprieties occur, most generally more than one party 
is involved or has knowledge of the incident.  In most businesses, 
somebody is responsible and accountable for everything that happens 
under their supervision.  Management procedures are lacking in the 
present checks and balances system.
      It’s necessary to have a checks and balances system that will discover 
oversights promptly and act swiftly, just as the United States government 
balances power amongst the various branches so that no single branch 
can abuse and exert authority over the others.
      My course of action will be to review the tribe’s policies and 
procedures, determine compliance, and to improve upon where lacking.  If 
necessary, assemble a task force to investigate alternative policies and 
implement a new system. 
      I’m proud to be Sac and Fox, and I want to see our Nation move 
forward.  We need to act responsibly, be involved, and work together 
to make our tribe a better Nation.

Thank You
I would like to send out a big thank you for the help we 
received on our JOM Funday, July 7th.  Thank you to the 
volunteers - Terry, Nikki, Shaina, Meisha, Brandon, Rex, and 
Michelle.  Also, thanks to the different departments (library, 
language, gaming, casino, and maintenance) for your help.  
You all helped to make it a great FunDay for the kids, and we 
in the Education Department appreciate it very much!!  

(Ardmore, OK) – The Goddard Center’s 
free art galleries currently feature a Native 
American Art Exhibition, which is now 
on display through August 25. The exhibit 
features original artwork by Oklahoma 
Native American Artists Annette Sinesio, 
Tony Tiger and John White. The exhibit 
hangs alongside many pieces from the 
Goddard’s permanent collection including 
a portrait of the opera singer Tessie 
Mobley, known as the, “Songbird of the 
Chickasaws.” The exhibition includes 
mixed media paintings, watercolor 
paintings and pottery. Also on display are 17 
historical photographs of Native American 
Chiefs taken by American photographer 
William S. Soule at Fort Sill, Oklahoma 
between 1869 and 1874. The photographs 
are on loan from the University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma (USAO).

“It is with great pleasure that the 
Goddard Center presents this remarkable 
exhibit. Many Native American artists are 
creating remarkable works and gaining 
recognition in their fields,” states Goddard 
Center Executive Director, Leila Lenore. 
“The current exhibit of work reflects their 
own diverse interests and identities, some 
preferring a completely free manner, not 
necessarily reflective of their ancestry. 
Others seek to retain their Native American 
culture in their artwork, or reflect a 
combination of both.”

Annette Sinesio, a ceramics artist, 
received her Master’s Degree of Fine Arts 
from the University of Oklahoma. Growing 
up around a mother of Mohawk decent and 
a step-father of Cherokee decent greatly 
influenced her artistic creativity. She 
works mainly in red clay, creating hand 
built sculptures primarily of slab and coil 
construction. 

Sinesio’s professional exhibits include 
numerous local festivals and galleries, 
including the Kirkpatrick Gallery at 
the Omniplex in Oklahoma City.   She 
was chosen to participate in the Art in 
Embassies Program, sponsored by the 
State Department of the United States. 
Sinesio has taught in her home studio and 
local arts education venues, such as the 
CityArts Center in Oklahoma City, the 
Firehouse Art Center in Norman, and the 
University of Oklahoma.   In addition, she 
has maintained a presence in several area 
galleries including Tribes Gallery and the 
Firehouse.

Tony Tiger is a member of the Sac and 
Fox Nation of Oklahoma and of Muscogee 
Creek and is of Seminole descent. Tiger 
is the Director of Art and Assistant Art 
Professor at Bacone College.   He earned 
his Master of Fine Art degree from the 
University of Oklahoma. He is a painter 
and mixed media artist who has been 
creating art for more than 20 years. He uses 
paint, photographs and three dimensional 
materials to investigate and expound 
on the human experience. His artwork 
includes a series of mixed media and 
paintings exploring the loss and gains 
of the American Indian as we live in the 
Twenty First Century. “My art is fueled 
by the rediscovery of being,” states Tiger. 
“We are more than reflections in a mirror; 
we are soul and spirit. Life’s complexities, 
wonders and mystery allow me the 
opportunity to participate in practiced 
observation; creating art.”

Artist John White, a watercolor visionary, 
draws upon his imagination and boyhood 
experiences of fishing and camping for the 
majority of his watercolor works. White is 
of Cherokee lineage and was born and raised 
around the plains Indians of Anadarko. 
He states that he received the “sum total 
of his formal watercolor training” while 
attending high school. White stepped out 
into his professional art career in 1984 and 
never looked back. He has been teaching 
watercolor classes for the past 17 years in 
both Oklahoma and Texas and frequently 
teaches classes at the Goddard Center’s Art 

Studios. When not teaching he spends most 
of his time at his workshop, White Eagle 
Studios, which is located in Ardmore. His 
major art exhibitions include Red Earth, 
Texas Indian Market, Colorado Indian 
Market and the Southwest Rendezvous. 

On loan from the University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma in Chickasha are 
photographs from the Nesbitt collection 
by photographer and Civial War veteran 
William Stinson Soule, which he took 
during the years 1869 to 1874. Soule was 
employed after the war by the United States 
Army to photograph the newly founded 
Army post Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Here he 
befriended many of the Indians and was 
provided with a unique opportunity to 
take pictures of a wide variety of subjects 
including the captured chiefs. That Soule 
was able to take these photographs of 
these fierce, proud people at the height of 
their struggles against the “invaders” is a 
testament to his personal relationship and 
earned trust he had with the tribes. 

A closing reception for artists Sinesio, 
Tiger, White and special guests from the 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma 
will be held on August 25 from 6:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. prior to the John Two-Hawks 
performance in the Center’s theater. The 
Goddard Center is located at 401 1st Ave. 
SW in Ardmore. The Center’s art galleries 
are free and open to the public 9:00a.m.-
4:00p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 1:00p.m.-
4:00p.m. on Saturday. Galleries are closed 
on Sundays, Mondays and major holidays.

For more information, please call the 
Center’s Business Office at (580) 226-
0909, or visit their website at www.
goddardcenter.org. These exhibitions are 
made possible in part by the Oklahoma 
Arts Council and the National Endowment 
for the Arts. - 

Sac and Fox Tribal Member, Tony 
Tiger Featured In Art Exhibit

Art work by Tony Tiger, 
Titled Unity - in - Diversity


