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New Approach Launched To
Reduce Tribal Alcohol And
Substance Abuse Problems

WASHINGTON - Attorney General
Eric Holder, Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius and Department of the Interior
(DOI) Secretary Ken Salazar recently
announced a new federal framework to
assist American Indian and Alaska Native
communities in achieving their goals in the
prevention, intervention and treatment of
alcohol and substance abuse.

The framework, captured in a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
signed by Attorney General Holder,
Secretary Sebelius and Secretary Salazar
was published in the Federal Register:
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-05/
pdf/2011-19816.pdf <http://www.gpo.
gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-05/pdf/2011-
19816.pdf> . It was called for in the
Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010, which
President Obama signed into law in July
2010.

The MOA describes how the Office
of Indian Alcohol and Substance Abuse
established in HHS’ Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA <http://www.samhsa.gov/
tloa>) will coordinate tribal substance
abuse programs across the federal
government with a special emphasis
on promoting programs geared toward
reaching youth and offering alternatives to
incarceration.

“A truly holistic approach is necessary
when addressing substance abuse in Indian
Country because we know that where
alcohol and substance abuse are prevalent,
public safety concerns are similarly
prevalent,” said Attorney General Holder.
“This new office will help further the

commitment of the Justice Department
and our partner agencies to build and
sustain safe, secure and healthy tribal
communities.”

“Alcoholism and addiction are among
the most severe public health and safety
problems facing American Indian and
Alaska Native people,” said HHS Secretary
Sebelius. “It doesn’t have to be this way.
With help that is based in the rich Indian
culture these conditions just like other heath
conditions can be successfully prevented
and treated.”

“There is a clear need to align, leverage,
and coordinate federal resources so that
we can best support tribal efforts to build
healthy and safe communities,” said DOI
Secretary Salazar. “This new office will
serve as the federal focal point for this
critically important work.”

An interdepartmental coordinating
council will guide the overall direction of
the new federal effort to improve its work
with tribal communities beginning with
determining the scope of the problem —
identifying and assessing national, state,
tribal and local alcohol and substance
abuse programs and resources; and creating
standards for programs.

“The collaboration among agencies
and departments that got us to this
announcement is already paying oft,”
SAMHSA Administrator Pamela S. Hyde
said. “Our work with tribal communities
has resulted in a new $50 million budget
proposal in 2012 for Tribal Prevention
Grants, better understanding of law
enforcement and judicial training needs,
and serious new work and investments in
suicide prevention in Indian country.”
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The Sac and Fox Nation recently made a donation to the Davenport Fire Department for
a CPR machine and a defibrillator. (L-R) Committee Member Stella Nullake, Richard
Bailey, Principal Chief Sac and Fox Nation George Thurman. (Staff Photo)

The Sac and Fox Nation recently made a donation to the Stroud Little League Baseball
Association for equipment and field maintenance. (L-R) Committee Member Stella
Nullake, President Stroud Little League Baseball Association Chris Miller, Principal
Chief Sac and Fox Nation George Thurman. (Staff Photo)

books and DVDs from home.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Got an hour, or three, or more to donate?
The Sac and Fox National Public Library is looking for volunteers to
help with a variety of tasks during the summer months. We are in
the process of putting barcodes and spine labels on all books and
DVDs in the library. When the project is finished, we will be able to
put the library’s catalog online so patrons can access and reserve

Please visit or call the library to sign up.
The Library’s hours are Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sac and Fox National Public Library
918 - 968 - 3526
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If you are a Homeowner

'and need assistance repairing your air-conditioning;}

Contact the RAP Department.
Homeowner’s can apply for

Tnbal Emergency Home Repair, ( TEHR)
if your air-conditioning unit needs repair,
regardless of where you reside (in or out of jurisdiction)
and regardless of the unit type (central air or window unit).
You must own the home (even if you are still making payments,
you are the owner & eligible to apply) & provide proof of
ownership (deed). The home must also be your primary place of
residence & you are required to provide proof of residence (utility
in your name with mailing address the same as the residence).
Not sure if you qualify for TEHR or have other questions?
Call & let us find how we can assist you.

RAP DEPARTMENT 800-259-3970
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